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SPECIFICATION 

Patent Titled: TUCK POINT TOOL 
Inventor: Harry Bennett 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a masonry tool and more particularly to a 
masonry tuck point tool for tucking a joint between adjacent masonry elements. 



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

It is to be understood that the terminology “masonry elements” utilized 
throughout the specification is to be interpreted as including bricks, cinder blocks. 






compressed concrete slabs, decorative tile, or the like, and the joint therebetween may be 
formed of mortar, grout or other similar material. 

Additionally, “tucking a joint” is to be interpreted as meaning striking or finishing 
the joint between adjacent masonry elements. 

5 Tuck point tools are commonly used in masonry applications. One type of tuck 

tool is the generally S-shaped mortar striking tool wherein each end of the tool is rounded 
to a different radius to accommodate two different mortar widths. Another tool is a 
single size plastic grout finisher which is essentially a plastic thimble. 

Masonry or ceramic tile is presently used outdoors, on walls, and floors. This 
10 masonry or ceramic tile comes in a wide variety of designs; e.g. rounded, beveled or 
square edged, irregular shapes and spacing between adjacent masonry elements which 
can vary generally over the range from one-sixteenth to one-half inch in width. In an 
effort to accommodate this variety of grout or mortar joint widths, striking tools have 
been made that have multiple strike heads or tips. One such striking tool is disclosed in 
15 U.S. Patent No. 4,698,870 to Clark. Clark describes a circular disc that has a plurality of 
circular projections integrally formed within the disc and arranged about the periphery of 
the disc. The radius of each projection is distinct from each other projection. This tool, 
however, to allow all projections to be functional without interference from adjacent 
projections, the tool must be relatively large compared to a single tool. This is 
20 inconvenient and difficult to handle. 

Other tools have the ability to exchange tips or strike ends to accommodate 
differing grout or mortar joint widths. This type of tuck tool requires the container which 
houses the alternate tips to be drug around the job site with the mason in the event he 
needs a different size tuck tool. 

25 There are clear convenience advantages as well as cost advantages to having a 

masonry tuck tool that is inexpensive to manufacture, small enough to slip into a pocket, 
and yet versatile enough to accommodate a multitude of grout or mortar joint widths. 

30 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 



The present invention is a masonry tuck point tool for tucking a grout or mortar 
joint in adjacent masonry elements. 

5 The primary object of the invention is the provision of a masonry tuck point tool 

that accommodates a plurality of joint widths in a single tool. 

Another object of the present invention is the provision of a masonry tuck tool 
that is inexpensive to manufacture and is conveniently small enough to store in a pocket 
while not in use yet is shaped such that it is easy to grasp and handle. 



BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a plan view of the preferred embodiment of the present invention; 

15 FIG. 2 is a side view of the preferred embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 3 is a cross-section taken at line 3-3 of FIG. 2 of the preferred embodiment 
of the present invention; and 

FIG. 4 is a cross-section taken at line 3-3 of FIG. 2 of an alternate embodiment 
of the present invention. 

20 The foregoing as well as other objects, features, and advantages of the present 

invention will become more apparent from the following detailed description taken in 
conjunction with the appended drawings. 



25 DETAILED DISCUSSION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 



Referring to the figures, like elements retain their indicators throughout the 
several views. 

FIG. 1 is a plan view of the preferred embodiment of the present invention 
30 depicting Tuck Point Tool 100 in an open or “fanned out” state. The common widths for 
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grout or mortar joints are Vi\ 3/8”, and 1/8”. As a result, in the preferred 
embodiment. Tuck Point Tool 100 has four individual tools - First Tuck Tool 104 
representing the Vi' width. Second Tuck Tool 106 the 3/8” width. Third Tuck Tool 108 
the 14” width, and finally. Fourth Tuck Tool 1 1 0 the 1/8”. Each of the four tuck tools are 
5 pivotally attached to one another by Pivotal Component 102 disposed through one end of 
all of the tuck tools. When Tuck Point Tool 100 is not in used, all four tuck tools are slid 
together or stacked so they can be easily slipped into a jacket, shirt, or pants pocket 
similar to the stowing of a pen. When the mason wants to use one of the tuck tools, he 
simply rotates the needed tuck tool 1 80 degrees away from the remaining three tuck 
10 tools. This allows the desired grout or mortar joint to be struck or formed with the 
chosen tuck tool while the remaining three tuck tools are used as a handle. 

Although the preferred embodiment of Tuck Point Tool 100 has four tuck tools, it 
is conceivable that Tuck Point Tool 100 could have any number of tuck tools depending 
on the potential application widths. 

15 FIG. 2 is a side view of the preferred embodiment of the present invention. In 

FIG. 2, Tuck Point Tool 100 is shown closed or stacked where First Tuck Tool 104, 
Second Tuck Tool 106, Third Tuck Tool 108, and Fourth Tuck Tool 1 10 are stacked 
parallel to one another and pivotally attached by Pivotal Component 102. Tuck Point 
Tool 100 is shown bent at an angle alpha. Preferably alpha is approximately 20 to 35 
20 degrees. This bend in Tuck Point Tool 100 aids in the handling and maneuvering of the 
tool as well as makes it easier to remove from a pocket. Tuck Point Tool 100 is 
preferably made of rigid, heavy spring steel, but could conceivably be made from other 
rigid metals, or a hard plastic. 

FIG. 3 is a cross-section taken at line 3-3 of FIG. 2 of the preferred embodiment 
25 of the present invention. FIG. 3 shows a profile of each tuck tool. For example. First 

Tuck Tool Surfaces 304 of First Tuck Tool 104 would both give a flat grout or mortar 
joint upon striking. In other words, when the tuck tool is drug along the gap between two 
adjacent masonry elements, a flat or squared joint will be created. On any of the four 
tuck tools, either side of the corresponding tuck shape can be used. For example. Second 
30 Tool Tuck Shape 306 will leave a flat or squared joint when Second Tuck Tool 106 is 

Title: Inventor: Attorney: 

Tuck Point Tool Bennett Carl D. Crowell, No. 43,568 

4 




selected. When one side of Tool Tuck Shape 306 is rounded or no longer of the desired 
. shape, the opposite, or good, side of Tool Tuck Shape 306 can be utilized by rotating 
Tuck Point Tool 100 by 180 degrees. 

FIG. 4 is a cross-section taken at line 3-3 of FIG. 2 of an alternate embodiment 
5 of the present invention. In this alternate embodiment, each Tuck Tool has both a flat 
and a rounded tool tuck shape. For example. First Tuck Tool 104 is shown with a flat 
First Tool Tuck Shape 304 as in the previous drawing, but the opposite surface. First 
Tool Tuck Second Shape 404 is rounded and would strike or tuck a somewhat scooped 
out or roimded grout or mortar joint between the adjacent masonry elements. 

1 0 Wherein the terms and expressions which have been employed in the foregoing 

specification are used therein as terms of description and not of limitation, there is no 
intention, in the use of such terms and expressions, of excluding equivalents of the 
features shown and described or portions thereof, it being recognized that the scope of the 
invention is defined and limited only by the claims which follow. 
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